
Regulatory & Legislative 
Work Group

Meeting #3:  October 26, 2021



❑ Former VP of Renewables for DTE Energy

❑ Retired last year after 26 years with the company

❑ Led the launch and growth of DTE’s renewable business 
and energy efficiency programs for over 12 years

❑ Also responsible for long term generation planning

❑ Currently an independent consultant on energy issues

❑ Serving on the Steering Committee for the Equity in a Clean 
Energy Economy collaborative
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Your Facilitator:

Irene Dimitry



Mission Statement:

Identify new approaches and 

tools to address equity issues 

for at-risk communities 

during the transition to a 

clean economy
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Framework Development & Application

Meta-Analysis & Clearinghouse

Case Studies & Best Practices

Voice of the Customer Research

Regulatory & Policy

New Utility Program Design

Tracks of Work



Agenda

• Quick update on literature and internet research

• Applying equity frameworks in the regulatory arena

o Overview of framework research

o Breakout room discussions on three frameworks 

o Report out

• Upcoming activities 
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Update on literature and 
internet research



Workplan for “Design of Tariffs, Rates, and 
Regulatory Policies”
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Literature review:

• Review documents already 

gathered by ECEE

• Conduct internet research

• Seek references from workgroup

• Tap network of experts

• Outcomes:

o At least 10-15 sources added to 

create new section in resource 

guide on ECEE microsite

o Summary document 

o Share findings

I have identified a number of sources 
and am in the review process.  Target is 

to update the ECEE microsite by the 
end of November.  

Still interested in receiving suggestions 
from this group!



Institute for Market Transformation is leading a 
project focused on utility regulatory transformation

Expanding the PUC Mandate to Include Decarbonization and Social Equity 

Needs Statement:  Utility regulatory commissions operate today under a mandate to provide safe, affordable, and 
reliable power to citizens. The laws and statutes that define the Commission’s role, decades old and buried deep 
within a state’s administrative rules, are the foundation on which they serve and make decisions. Accelerating 
power sector innovation and progress related to decarbonization and equity, diversity, and inclusion will require a 
broader mandate that establishes new obligations on utility regulators to consider how power production, 
transmission, and consumption, as well as investments in infrastructure, affect climate change, public health, 
economic opportunity, and racial justice in the communities where they provide service. 

Impact and Outcomes:  This year-long effort would result in a set of proposals for alternative federal, state, and 
local infrastructure regulation that consider climate and equity outcomes in Public Utility Commission (PUC) 
decision-making, and a foundation for advocating to implement these proposals in a set of identified high-impact 
jurisdictions. The final output should include an inventory of the statutory language for PUCs in all 50 states, plus DC 
and Puerto Rico; a summary of states that have updated the traditional PUC mandate to include climate and/or 
equity goals; and a memo on legal and regulatory factors to consider for stakeholders who wish to accomplish a 
shift in their PUC mandate across a variety of jurisdictions.
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Applying equity frameworks 
in the regulatory arena



Workgroup #1 focused on identifying frameworks to 
assist in evaluating and prioritizing clean energy options 

• Goal was to identify equity frameworks that may be helpful for utilities, 
regulators, and other stakeholders in reviewing clean energy options targeted 
toward low-income and at-risk customers and communities

• Over 70 sources reviewed

• 7 frameworks were identified and shared in a webinar on 9/21 (and distributed 
to all members of this Regulatory & Policy workgroup on 10/5)

DEFG 21 09 23 ECEE Track 1 Delivering on Equity (3452482) (on24.com)

• Based on feedback during the webinar and input from the DEFG team, we have 
selected three frameworks for a deeper dive in today’s meeting
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https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/console/EventConsoleApollo.jsp?&eventid=3452482&sessionid=1&username=&partnerref=&format=fhvideo1&mobile=&flashsupportedmobiledevice=&helpcenter=&key=2BD8BA0C083B76BFC67C2F3FEE0EB1C3&source=GATEWAY-3191150|LP&hidewidgets=player_share_this&rId=3191150&rKey=AA922ACC6A34AE7F902CB7D2A3F0E02B&oriontokens=eventId-3452482|userId-484467991|gatewayId-3191150|experienceId-|contentType-pdf|hideDownloadPDF-false&newConsole=true&nxChe=true&newTabCon=true&consoleEarEventConsole=false&text_language_id=en&playerwidth=748&playerheight=526&eventuserid=484467991&contenttype=A&mediametricsessionid=417749275&mediametricid=4845360&usercd=484467991&mode=launch


7 frameworks identified and presented on 9/21
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Today, we are going to focus on three:  A, B, and C
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ECEE Conceptual Framework: Scale X Goal
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A
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Organizing Principles
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• Keeping the lights on and maintaining power quality

• Adapting grid for distributed generation and smart tech

• Providing greater resiliency for vulnerable communities 

Resilient

Affordable

• Lowering energy burden on at-risk customers

• Providing greater access to financing and consumer credit

• Evaluating clean energy investments on rates and rate design

Equitable 

• Improving universal access, including clean energy

• Ensuring inclusion in strategy/decisions (procedural equity)

• Ensuring fair division of costs and benefits (distributive equity)

Clean 

• Significantly reducing carbon emissions and other pollutants 

• Adapting to and mitigating negative climate change impacts

• Promoting sustainable approaches to serving at-risk customers

A
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Provide Context for Technology and Programs
UTILITY/REGIONAL COMMUNITY PERSONAL

Equitable 

Access

Shared regional solutions enjoy 

economies of scale that lower costs 

for all and serve everyone

Focus on building community wealth 

and raising awareness and visibility. 

Elevate priorities of community 

residents.

Programs and subsidies that enable 

individual participation, including fair  

incentives to landlords

Clean Support RNG + utility-scale hybrid 

storage so more renewables can be 

brought online to lower costs and 

carbon emissions for all 

Small, high-visibility CS brings 

renewables to neighborhood; E-buses 

and car-sharing improve local air 

quality 

Invite people to participate in shared 

solar or storage programs as owners 

who invest $ or time as peer EE 

advisors

Resilient Use long-duration storage options to 

reduce outages, eliminate curtailment, 

and integrate or buffer DERs close to 

point of use

Rooftop solar, storage and nanogrids

on community buildings provide more 

services and allow them to act as 

emergency resource centers

Public/private partnerships to invest 

in multi-family housing projects with 

solar, storage, DR that can provide 

shelter during emergency events

Affordable Socialize costs so LMI residents are 

not subsidizing prosumers or left to 

pay for legacy systems

CBOs supported with onsite solar and 

storage to offset expenses will have 

more $$$ to share with families

Where families have cash flow to 

participate (PAYS), subscribe to 

weatherization, CS projects

IndividualRegion/Utility

Clean

Equitable

Resilient

Affordable
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Community

A
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The State of Equity Measurement
A Review for Energy-Efficiency Programs

• Published by the Urban Institute in 2019

• Equity is the central premise with a focus on metrics

• Features discussion of historical legacy of disparities

• Includes detailed awareness of populations that were 
affected by past disparities and of new populations that may 
be negatively affected by planned interventions.

• Addresses perceptions and insights from all recipients or 
stakeholders at all levels of intervention design, staffing, 
management, and execution.

• Ensures processes for eligibility and application for a service 
are not exclusionary—access should be equitable, not 
discriminatory, and fair.

• Acknowledges differences in service outputs can indicate 
underlying disparities between groups’ needs or constraints in 
relation to an intervention, or in the intervention’s design 
which may produce disparate impacts intentionally or not.
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https://www.urban.org/research/publication/state-equity-measurement

B
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B
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The State of Equity Measurement
A Review for Energy-Efficiency Programs
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The State of Equity Measurement
A Review for Energy-Efficiency Programs

B
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National Standard Practice Manual 
for Benefit-Cost Analysis of Distributed Energy Resources 

The NSPM BCA Framework is comprised of three elements: 

• A set of fundamental principles that serve as the 
foundation for assessing the cost-effectiveness of 
potential DER investments in an economically sound and 
policy-neutral manner; 

• A multi-step process for developing or informing a 
jurisdiction’s primary test—the Jurisdiction-Specific Test 
(JST)—as guided by the NSPM principles; and 

• Guidance on when and how to use secondary tests to 
inform (a) the prioritization of cost-effective DERs, as 
determined by a primary JST, and (b) decisions around 
marginally non-cost-effective DERs. 
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www.nationalenergyscreeningproject.org/national-standard-practice-manual/

C
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National Standard Practice Manual C
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National Standard Practice Manual

C
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National Standard Practice Manual C
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Breakout group discussions



Small group discussions in Zoom breakout rooms

• Using Zoom capability to randomly assign all attendees to one of three breakout rooms.  

o First time user – please be patient with me!

o You will automatically be transferred to a “room”.  No action needed on your part.

o We encourage the use of video when in the room to facilitate interaction.

o You will get a warning when time is almost up to allow for wrapping up your conversations.

o You will automatically be transferred back to the larger group after about 12 minutes.  

• The person in the group who most recently had a birthday is the designated note taker, unless someone 
else volunteers.  

o Please take notes and send them to Irene after the call. 

o Be ready to give a 2 minute report out after the breakout room discussion.

• Group #1 = framework A (ECEE matrix with principles of equitable, clean, resilient, affordable) 

• Group #2 = framework B (The State of Equity Measurements with 6 dimensions for measurement)

• Group #3 = framework C (National Standard Practice model with 5 steps/8 principles)

23



Suggested discussion questions

• What do you like best about this framework and why?

• What do you find challenging or concerning about using this framework, 

especially for commissions or other policy makers?

• In which regulatory settings or circumstances do you think this framework 

would be most helpful and valuable?
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Looking forward



Tentative Schedule (subject to change)

• November 10, from 3-4 pm ET: “Equity & the Clean Energy Transformation: A 
California Case Study” Cindy O’Dwyer

• November 30 (target):  Update resource guide on ECEE microsite with new 
sources on tariff design and regulatory policies

• Early December (will confirm this week):  “Equity Considerations when 
Assessing Reasonableness and Prudency”  Panel discussion of regulators 

• First quarter 2022:  Initiate new research related to equity considerations in 
investment decisions, with a focus on integrated resource planning

26



Getting the most out of 
your ECEE membership

• Watch for invitations to future meetings of this workgroup 
and to webinars by the broader collaboration

• Review resources available on the ECEE microsite:  
www.eceecollaborative.com

• Respond to survey regarding case studies to REQUEST and 
to SHARE best practices (can be found on ECEE microsite)

• Feel free to contact Irene Dimitry if you have ideas on how 
to make this process more valuable for ECEE work group 
members.  Contact info at the end of this presentation.
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http://www.eceecollaborative.com/
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Contact(s)

Irene Dimitry
irenedimitry@gmail.com

313-682-4339

DEFG is a customer insights and advisory 
firm in the utility space. Through 

collaborative research, data analysis and 
peer-to-peer networking, we help our 

clients achieve ways to better serve their 
customers.

mailto:irenedimitry@gmail.com

